Reaction to Intervention
own distrust in him prevented the Vienna statesmen invoking his mediation in 1848. Palmerston's advice to Austria was " Give up Lombardy and the greater part of Venetia to the King of Piedmont and maintain a compact empire." Here at least was the prescience which is a part of statesmanship.
The department presided over by Palmerston gained in his day rather than suffered by its standing-quarrel with the court. " Two capital hits clean off my own bat.5> Such were the words which he had used to describe, so far back as 1834, the earliest intimation to Austria of his resolution not to acquiesce in her suppression of Italian autonomy. The second stroke so complacently dwelt on was the expedient belonging to the same period for counter-working the Russo-Prussian league of Miinchengratz that almost amounted to a second birth of the Holy Alliance.
If on the whole Palmerston was good as a negotiator, as an interpreter of English feeling he was nearly infallible. Hence his indifference to the royal reprimand for his republican leanings in 1849. That was the year of Tory and Absolutist reaction from democratic impulse throughout Europe. The spectacle disgusted Palmerston ; his combative spirit took fire against it. Those who can recall the public feeling of the time are aware that English opinion was more bitter against the Czar for his treatment of Kossutll in 1849 than when, five years later, the Russian troops crossed the Pruth. It mattered not what place in the Cabinet Palmerston held. His was the master-mind that stamped its foreign policy with his own. image. In the conduct of external relations, if anywhere, knowledge is power. Palmerston wras the best-informed diplomatist in
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